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Working in partnership for a safer Dartford and Gravesham 
 
The Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Partnership (CSP) was formed in December 2006 following 
a merger between the two district CSPs, this joint partnership has since undertaken many successful 
projects that have helped to significantly reduce crime and disorder and successfully tackle anti-social 
behaviour across both Boroughs. These achievements have only been possible because of the excellent 
working relationship between all the partner agencies which includes: both Borough Councils, Kent Police, 
Kent Fire and Rescue Service, Kent County Council, Kent Probation, Dartford, Gravesham and Swanley 
Clinical Commissioning Group and the cooperative arrangements in place with Kent’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (as amended) a Strategic 
Assessment must be carried out each year for the purpose of informing decisions taken about the priorities 
that the Partnership needs to focus on in the forthcoming financial year, priorities that are then written in 
to the Community Safety Plan for 2014-15. These findings will also be shared with the Police and Crime 
Commissioner to help inform the review of the PCC’s Police and Crime Plan. 
 
This assessment document has been produced to capture key information on crime trends over the period 
between April 2013 and November 2013, it references data published by Kent Police as well as data 
included within the Strategic Assessment Data Pack produced by KCC Community Safety Unit which covers 
the period April 2010 to March 2013.  
 
The recent changes introduced by the Office of National Statistics in the way that crimes are recorded and 
data is presented are intended to provide a clearer and more consistent picture on recorded crime. 
However these changes do not easily allow for direct comparisons with previous years, this assessment 
seeks to set a new baseline for future assessments by using the anticipated crime rates now being supplied 
by Kent Police. The anticipated crime rate shows the volume of offences that have been recorded in a 
specific month against the number of expected offences, a number which is created by using a calculation 
based on the previous five years’ worth of crime data. 
 
The Partnership will publish its new Community Safety Plan in April 2014.This will include the key themes 
that have emerged from this Assessment set out as priorities for the partnership to address over the 
coming year. Before reaching any final decisions, the Partnership consults as widely as possible to make 
sure that there is general agreement on what the priorities should be.   
 
The involvement of local people in supporting our work is vital to ensure that the improvements we make 
are sustained.  We recognise that we cannot rely entirely on statistics alone to tell us what is important to 
our communities and that local people and their opinions are crucial in making sure that we tackle those 
community safety issues that most affect local neighbourhoods and that matter most to them. 
 
If you have any views or comments on the Assessment’s findings or the suggested priorities for the 
Community Safety Plan please contact: 
 
Dartford Community Safety Unit, Civic Offices, Home Gardens, Dartford, Kent DA1 1DR - 01322 343 434 
or,  
 
Gravesham Community Safety Unit, 1st floor Civic Centre, Windmill Street, Gravesend, Kent DA12 1AU - 
01474 337 000. 
 
Or visit our websites at: www.safedartford.gov.uk or www.safegravesham.gov.uk   
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Priorities from the last Strategic Assessment  
 
The priorities that were identified in the Strategic Assessment for 2013-14 were; 
 

• Anti-social behaviour 
• Violent crime including domestic abuse 
• Substance misuse (alcohol and drug-related crime and ASB) 
• Property crime (domestic burglary and theft offences) 
• Reducing re-offending 
• Safety on the road  

 
These were broadly in line with those adopted under the Kent County Community Safety Plan and the key 
themes or ‘golden threads’ contained in the Kent Police and Crime Commissioners Police and Crime Plan.  
 
The following has been extracted from a paper entitled ‘Initial thinking Budgets, Grants and Commissioning 
for 2014/15’ presented by the Kent PCC, Ann Barnes, at the Police and Crime Panel meeting held on the 5th 
November 2013. 
 
In policy terms, the emerging seven specific priorities (for the PCC) are as follows;  
 

• Reducing drug and alcohol misuse, particularly where linked to offending and re-offending. 
• Support local partner initiatives to tackle crime, ASB and re-offending. 
• Reducing re-offending and preventing offending of young people. 
• Tackling domestic abuse, including developing the support mechanisms for those affected by 

domestic abuse and supporting the emotional wellbeing of children and young people 
affected by domestic abuse. 

• Ensure the provision of an effective countywide rape and sexual assault service for Kent and 
Medway.  

• Ensure support for victims of crime and anti-social behaviour is at the heart of the criminal 
justice system. 

• Utilise effective restorative practices to reduce re-offending. 
 
 
Suggested Priorities for 2014-15 
 
Datasets from partner agencies have been sourced and analysed to identify emerging trends and the 
volume of crimes being recorded, these are contained in the rest of this assessment.  
 
Taking these into consideration together with the emerging priorities being considered by the Police and 
Crime Commissioner the following are the priorities which should be considered by the partnership over 
the coming year; 
 

• Anti-social behaviour 
• Violent crime including domestic abuse 
• Substance misuse (alcohol and drug-related crime and ASB)  
• Property crime (domestic burglary and theft offences) 
• Reducing re-offending 
• Road Safety 
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Demographics 
 
Latest population figures from the 2012 mid-year population estimates indicate that there are 98,900 
people living in Dartford, an increase of 1.4% from 2011, the second largest increase in Kent behind 
Canterbury’s 1.9% increase. This makes up around 6.7% of the total population of Kent making Dartford the 
smallest borough in Kent in terms of both population and geographical size, but this also makes Dartford 
the most densely populated borough in Kent with 13.6 people per hectare. Thanet is second with 13.1 and 
Gravesham third with 10.4 persons per hectare. 
 
Mid 2012 population estimates indicate that there are 102,800 people living in Gravesham, an increase of 
1.0% from 2011, around 6.9% of the total population of Kent making Gravesham the second smallest 
borough in Kent in terms of population size. 
 
In terms of gender 49.4% of Dartford’s population is female with 50.6% male. This is the same for 
Gravesham. The split for Kent is 48.9% female, 51.1% male, with a mean age for residents of 37.9 years for 
Dartford and 38.8 for Gravesham, the Kent mean age is 40.4 which is slightly higher than the national 
average of 39.4. 
 
Ethnic Profile 
 
Information from the 2011 Census shows that 87.37% of Dartford’s residents are of a ‘White’ ethnic origin 
with 82.64% being described as ‘White British’ and 3.69% as ‘White Other’. Residents whose ethnicity falls 
into one of the Black Minority Ethnic (BME) categories accounts for 12.63% of the population, this 
proportion is above the Kent average of 6.33%.  Within the BME categories those of ‘African’ origin make 
up 2.89%, those of ‘Indian’ origin 2.74% and ‘Other Asian’ 2.03%. 
 
The Census data for Gravesham shows that 82.8% of residents are of a ‘White’ ethnic origin with 77.1% 
being described as ‘White British’ and 4.61% as ‘White Other’. Gravesham’s BME groups account for 17.2% 
of the population, this makes Gravesham the most diverse district in Kent. Those of ‘Indian’ origin make up 
7.41%, those of ‘African’ origin 2.19% and ‘Other Asian’ 1.68%.  
 
Increase in the population percentages of the ‘White Other’ category would seem to be supportive of 
findings on the ground that European migrants are settling in both boroughs.  
 
Deprivation  
 
The Indices of Deprivation 2010 provide a measure of deprivation at a District and Sub-District level relative 
to other areas in England.  
 
In 2010, Dartford was ranked as the 7th most deprived District in Kent having 3 wards ranked within 
England’s top 20% most deprived and 12 within the South East’s top 20%. Littlebrook being the most 
deprived ward followed by Joyce Green and Princes. Nationally Dartford ranked 175th of 326 Local 
Authority Districts in England (mid-table nationally).  
 
Gravesham ranked 142nd nationally, placing it in England’s most deprived half of Local Authority Districts 
having 8 wards within England’s top 20% most deprived wards and 22 within the South East’s most 
deprived.  
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Total Recorded Crime 
 
The data supplied in the KCC Data Pack included data from the end of the last financial year (April to March 
2012/13), this was considered to be ‘out of date’ given that this assessment was being produced in 
December 2013 so it was decided that we should try and make use of the more current data supplied by 
Kent Police. 
 
Over the years the Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Partnership has managed to successfully 
and significantly reduce crime across the partnership area but this was always going to present challenges 
in following years to continue such consistent downward trends, the reductions seen this year are evidence 
in the slowing of those trends. 
 
All recorded crime is now split into one of two categories; Victim based crime and Crimes against society, 
the breakdown can be seen in Table 2 below. This data is available by district rather than for the combined 
CSP area but for the purposes of this assessment have been combined in Table 2. 
 
The time period being used in the majority of this document is April to November 2013. In order to show 
comparison with previous crime reporting methods, Table 1 shows both the victim based and crimes 
against society data for the 2012/13 financial year against previous years. In order to do this some offences 
have been reclassified into other offence types, therefore not giving a truly accurate picture. 
 

Table 1   

Dartford: Victim based crime definition 

 
Gravesham: Victim based crime definition 

 Recorded % change Volume 
change 

 
 Recorded % change Volume 

change 
2008/09 8030     

 
2008/09 7412     

2009/10 7245 -9.8% -785 

 
2009/10 6228 -16.0% -1184 

2010/11 7029 -3.0% -216 

 
2010/11 6382 2.5% +154 

2011/12 6712 -4.5% -317 

 
2011/12 6172 -3.3% -210 

2012/13 6648 -1.0% -64 

 
2012/13 6628 7.4% +456 

    
 

    

         Dartford: All crime definition 
  

Gravesham: All crime definition 

 All Crime % change Volume 
change 

 
 All Crime % change Volume 

change 
2008/09 9513     

 
2008/09 8645     

2009/10 8104 -14.8% -1409 

 
2009/10 7086 -18.0% -1559 

2010/11 7825 -3.4% -279 

 
2010/11 7098 0.2% +12 

2011/12 7382 -5.7% +-443 

 
2011/12 6795 -4.3% -303 

2012/13 7159 -3.0% -223 

 
2012/13 7214 6.2% +419 

 
Up to the end of the financial year Dartford was showing a decreased in victim based crime of 1% against 
an increase in Gravesham of 7.4%.  
 
The data presented in Table 2 shows that between April and November 2013 we are seeing increases in 
crime against the number of anticipated crimes expected to have been committed using the new 
calculation. Largest increase are in the Violent Crime categories. Domestic Abuse is not included as a 
separate figure but it is very likely that at least between 15% and 30% of the offences relate to domestic 
abuse. The number of Burglary other offences committed is also markedly higher than expected, with 
Vehicle Crime offences following. 
 
This supports the suggestion that new Community Safety Plan focuses on the priorities shown on page 3. 
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Table 2 Dartford & Gravesham Combined Recorded crime 

 Volume Anticipated Number 
change Per 1000 pop 

Police and Crime Plan 9,662 8,955 +707 47.90 

          
Victim based crime 9,662 8,955 +707 47.90 
Violent Crime 2,531 1,997 +534 12.55 
- Violence Against The Person 2,217 1,797 +420 10.99 
- Sexual Offences 181 107 +74 0.90 
- Robbery 133 93 +40 0.66 

Burglary Dwelling 662 620 +42 3.28 
Burglary Other than Dwelling 845 723 +122 4.19 
Vehicle Crime 1,136 1,053 +83 5.63 
- Theft Of Motor Vehicle 343 263 +80 1.70 
- Theft From Motor Vehicle 793 790 +3 3.93 
Vehicle Interference 87 70 +17 0.43 
Theft and Handling 2,762 2,827 -65 13.69 
- Shoplifting 1,045 1,091 -46 5.18 
- Theft of Pedal cycle 109 128 -19 0.54 
- Other Theft 1,608 1,608 0 7.97 
Criminal Damage 1,639 1,651 -12 8.13 
Crimes against society 809 699 +110 4.01 

Drug Offences 328 324 +4 1.63 
Possession of weapons 43 42 +1 0.21 
Public order offences 299 234 +65 1.48 
Other crimes 139 100 +39 0.69 
All Crime 10,471 9,655 +816 51.91 
 

 Dartford Recorded Crime - April 2013 to November 2013 

 Volume Anticipated Number 
change Per 1000 pop 

Police and Crime Plan 4,906 4,491 + 415 50.3 
Victim based crime 4,906 4,491 + 415 50.3 

Crimes against society 351 332 + 19 3.6 
All Crime 5,257 4,823 + 434 53.9 

 Gravesham Recorded crime - April 2013 to November 2013 
Police and Crime Plan 4,756 4,464 + 292 46.7 

Victim based crime 4,756 4,464 + 292 46.7 
Crimes against society 458 367 + 91 4.5 

All Crime 5,214 4,831 + 383 51.2 
 
Using the 15 Category Crimes reported between April and November 2013 The top three wards in Dartford 
that have shown the biggest increases in Victim Based Crime are Town, Joyce Green and Greenhithe. For 
Gravesham the top three wards are; Pelham, Riverside and Central. Violence against the person, Criminal 
Damage offences and Theft offences being  the highest volume offences for all of those wards. 
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Crime Resolutions 
 
The way that crime outcomes are presented has also changed, rather than being counted simply as 
Sanctioned Detections more information is now being provided to show how crimes are being resolved by 
breaking them down into either a; Charge, Caution, Taken into Consideration (TIC), Penalty Notice for 
Disorder (PND) and includes the use of community based Restorative Justice outcomes (RP). 
 

Table 3 CSP Combined Victim Based Crime 
Resolution Outcome Rate 

  
Crimes Resolution 

outcomes 
Resolution 

Outcome Rate 

Police and Crime Plan 10,471 2,789 26.6% 

        
Victim based crime 9,662 2,217 22.9% 
Violent Crime 2,531 780 30.8% 
- Violence Against The Person 2,217 707 31.9% 
- Sexual Offences 181 39 21.5% 
- Robbery 133 34 25.6% 
Burglary Dwelling 662 115 17.4% 
Burglary Other than Dwelling 845 96 11.4% 
Vehicle Crime 1,136 87 7.7% 
- Theft Of Motor Vehicle 343 51 14.9% 
- Theft From Motor Vehicle 793 36 4.5% 
Vehicle Interference 87 4 4.6% 
Theft and Handling 2,762 822 29.8% 
- Shoplifting 1,045 591 56.6% 
- Theft of Pedal cycle 109 14 12.8% 
- Other Theft 1,608 217 13.5% 
Criminal Damage 1,639 313 19.1% 
        
Crimes against society 809 569 70.3% 
Drug Offences 328 303 92.4% 
Possession of weapons 43 40 93.0% 
Public order offences 299 157 52.5% 
Other crimes 139 69 49.6% 

 
Victim based crime is where there is a direct victim, this could be an individual, an organisation or 
corporate body. Whereas crimes against society are recorded crimes where there are no direct individual 
victims, the rates for some crime types within this category could be increased by proactive police activity, 
for example searching people and finding them in possession of drugs or weapons.  
 
The resolution rates for the crimes against society are higher, likely because these offences are types which 
the police will often detect through patrolling or proactive policing, such as stop and searching a person 
and finding them in possession of drugs, rather than after investigating crime reported by a member of  the 
public. 
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Violent Crime 
 
At the end of March 2013 levels of violent crime had increased across Kent, within the two boroughs it had 
increased by 6.7% in Dartford, an increase of 81 offences and by 13.5% in Gravesham, an increase of 195 
offences. 
 
Town ward in Dartford was shown as being the second highest in the Kent Top Ten wards for violent crime 
with 317 offences, with Margate Central in Thanet being the top with 446. Pelham ward in Gravesham was 
7th with 329 offences and Central ward in 10th place with 281 offences . 
 
Table 4 and 5 below shows the level of recorded violence against the person in Dartford and Gravesham 
using the new anticipated crime data. It shows that, in Dartford at least, there has been a consistent 
increase between the actual and the anticipated figure. Gravesham having started off with a reduction in 
April has seen more fluctuation. 
 
The number of Sexual Offences being committed has increased but they are still in very low numbers but 
this does need to be taken into consideration and perhaps included as indicative of domestic abuse. 
 

Table 4   Dartford Recorded Violence Against the Person 

  Apr 13 May 13 Jun 13 Jul 13 Aug 13 Sep 13 Oct 13 Nov 13 

Volume 101 123 133 153 118 145 142 128 
Anticipated 98 106 109 101 98 107 100 93 
Number change + 3 + 17 + 24 + 52 + 20 + 38 + 42 + 35 

 
 

Table 5  Gravesham Recorded Violence Against The Person 

  Apr 13 May 13 Jun 13 Jul 13 Aug 13 Sep 13 Oct 13 Nov 13 

Volume 91 148 146 156 144 165 164 160 
Anticipated 126 110 130 127 128 122 127 115 
Number change -35 + 38 + 16 + 29 + 16 + 43 + 37 + 45 
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Domestic Abuse 
 
It is important that seeing an increase in domestic abuse is not seen as being a bad thing in terms of crime 
reporting. Quite the opposite, it shows that victims have confidence in the police and have chosen to report 
an incident, bearing in mind that it might take years of abuse or a number of assaults before a victim comes 
forward.  Public facing staff in all agencies need training to recognise signs of domestic abuse in order to 
help victims and know which services to sign post them to, such as the One Stop Shops (OSS). Rather than 
focusing on the reported incidents the key figure is the number of repeat victims, this should evidence 
successful interventions  to support victims and the prosecution of perpetrators. 
 
Six of the twelve districts saw an increase in DA with Gravesham seeing the largest volume increase of 
22.7% or 343 offences. Dartford saw a smaller increase of 7.9% or 101 offences. Of these around a quarter 
will be repeat victims, Dartford’s repeat victim rate increased by 1% at the end of the 2012/13 financial 
year this equates to 3 numerically. Gravesham saw an increase of 16.2% in the number of repeat victims or 
61 numerically. 
 
One Stop Shops 
 
Both boroughs operate One Stop Shops (OSS) where victims of domestic abuse can seek help, the number 
of visitors to both had increased between 2011/12 and 2012/13. Dartford saw a 13% increase, from 46 
visitors to 52, Gravesham saw a larger increase of 68%, 31 visitors to 52, matching Dartford. The busiest 
months for the Dartford OSS were July and November 2013 (7 visitors) the quietest April 2013 (2 visitors), 
November  2012 was the busiest month in Gravesham with 13 visitors, March, April and May 2013 (2 
visitors) were the quietest. 
 
Dartford sees more visitors from outside the area than any other of the OSS’s, 20% of visitors were from 
outside the borough. 10% of visitors were repeats, down from 17% the previous year. 92% of the visitors to 
the Gravesham OSS are from the borough, as with Dartford 10% are repeat visitors, though this is an 
increase from 0% the year before. Dartford’s OSS may get more visitors because victims feel safer seeking 
help further away from the perpetrator or because a better service is offered than in the area in which they 
live. 
 
Still these are low numbers of people using the OSS’s, there have been questions raised by the police about 
whether victims that they are coming in to contact with are following up on the referrals or signposting 
made to services that are being offering by the police as they are coming into contact with the same person 
again at a later date for the same reasons. The question is whether these victims are not taking up these 
services or whether the services themselves are not successfully preventing further victimisation. 
 
Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conferences  
 
The numbers of Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARACs) being held in both boroughs has 
increased. In Dartford this has risen from 37 in 2011/12 to 80 in 2012/13 with the percentage of repeat 
cases increasing from 10.8% (4 cases) in to 26.3% (21 cases) over the same period. Gravesham’s MARAC 
caseload has increased dramatically, from 55 cases in 2011/12 to 111 in 2012/13. The percentage of repeat 
cases has risen from 20.0% (11 cases) to 24.3% (27 cases) over the same period. 
 
Numbers of children being affected by domestic abuse has also increased, in Dartford from 50 in 2011/12 
to 91 in 2012/13. In Gravesham it has gone from 57 in 2011/12 to 112 in 2012/13.  The Troubled Families 
projects working in both boroughs has found that domestic abuse is an issue in a large number of the 
identified families being worked with, the damage this is doing to the children in these households is 
apparent in the violent and aggressive tendencies being seen. Domestic abuse is an area that the CSP might 
focus on specifically in the new Community Safety Plan. 
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Summaries of referrals to MARAC identifies that after Thanet and Medway the (combined) area of Dartford 
and Gravesham has the third highest referrals to MARAC, the third highest number of children involved in 
MARAC referrals and the lowest referral rate from Social Services, the area also has the third highest 
number of repeat referrals to MARAC.  
 
Independent Domestic Violence Advisors 
 
Dartford and Gravesham share an Independent Domestic Violence Advisor (IDVA), provided as part of the 
Kent Domestic Abuse Consortium by North Kent Women’s Aid. The IDVA has seen an increase in the 
number of MARAC cases which require more support from clients in this area. Being based within the 
combined Safeguarding Team enables strong partnership support for these high risk victims. 
 
Increase Reporting 
 
The apparently obvious referral point for those experiencing abuse would appear to be Accident and 
Emergency or GPs, however no referrals to MARAC from this source have been made in the twelve months 
to June 2013. 
 
 

Substance Misuse 
 
As of the end of March 2013 both boroughs had seen an increase in drug offences, of 4.6% in Dartford, 216 
offences in 2011/12 to 226 in 2012/13 and of 35.8% in Gravesham, 215 in 2011/12 to 292 in 2012/13. This 
should be attributed to the proactive work being undertaken by Kent Police. 
 
There has been an increase of 48.7% in the numbers of people in Dartford being admitted to hospital with 
Evidence of Alcohol Involvement by Blood Alcohol Level/Level of Intoxication, from 39 between June 2011 
and May 2012 to 58 between June 2012 and May 2013, numberically this is an increase of 19. Gravesham 
stayed static with 53 recorded for both periods. 
 
Numbers of people admitted to hospital due to mental disorders due to psychoactive substance use 
increased in both boroughs. By 4% in Dartford, 298 between June 2011 and May 2012 to 310 between June 
2012 and May 2013. And by 6.7% in Gravesham, 360 in June 2011 and May 2012 to 384 between June 2012 
and May 2013. 
 

Table 6  Dartford Recorded Drug Offences 

  Apr 13 May 13 Jun 13 Jul 13 Aug 13 Sep 13 Oct 13 Nov 13 

Volume 20 20 18 13 9 10 25 27 
Anticipated 14 16 15 18 21 17 27 17 
Number change + 6 + 4 + 3 -5 -12 -7 -2 + 10 
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Table 7  Gravesham Recorded Drug Offences 

  Apr 13 May 13 Jun 13 Jul 13 Aug 13 Sep 13 Oct 13 Nov 13 

Volume 21 34 25 23 26 13 19 25 
Anticipated 18 19 21 23 28 25 25 20 
Number change + 3 + 15 + 4 0 -2 -12 -6 + 5 

 
 
 

Reducing Reoffending 
 
Reducing re-offending is recognised as a cross-cutting strategic priority.  There is a particular focus on 
multi-agency interventions delivered within the Integrated Offender Management (IOM) process, with 
young offenders, women offenders and through the Troubled Families agenda.   
 
Over the last year the Reducing Re-offending data has evidenced some reductions in re-offending across 
our CSP area. Figures published by the Ministry of Justice, indicate that the actual adult re-offending rate 
recorded locally is slightly lower than the predicted rate.  In addition, the local rate is lower than the Kent 
average and in contrast to the general pattern across the County of rates that have been higher than those 
predicted. 

 
Re-offending overview by CSP – Local Adult Re-offending 

(Year ending September 2012) 

CSP Total offenders 
in cohort 

Predicted re-
offending rate 

Actual re-
offending rate 

 
Difference 

Ashford 882 8.46% 9.30% 9.94% 
Canterbury 1096 9.47% 10.49% +10.84% 

Dartford and Gravesham 1781 8.44% 8.20% -2.92% 
Dover 1013 8.47% 8.19% -3.22% 
Maidstone 1653 8.23% 7.80% -5.22% 
Medway 3066 8.95% 9.23% +3.12% 
Sevenoaks 538 7.72% 7.43% -3.67% 
Shepway 1070 7.51% 8.60% +14.50% 
Swale 1575 8.85% 9.21% +4.07% 
Thanet 1773 9.42% 9.36% -0.61% 
Tonbridge and Malling 805 8.40% 9.32% +10.90% 
Tunbridge Wells 701 8.04% 9.42% +17.06% 

Kent (total) 16487 8.66% 8.98% +3.67% 

 
The changes in the Probation Service due to take place from April 2014 may present opportunities for the 
partnership to work with the newly formed Community Rehabilitation Company (CRC) to reduce the 
offending of those given a short term (sub 12 months) sentence who currently do not fall under the 
probation service. These offenders are more likely to reoffend upon release that those given 12 months or 
more.   
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Deter Young Offenders (DYO) 
 
DYO is a partnership process focused 
on problematic young offenders 
under supervision with the aim of 
diverting them from future 
criminality. Those within the DYO 
cohort are deemed most likely to re-
offend and to commit a ‘priority 
crime’ (offences agreed locally and 
that include crimes such as burglary, 
drug offences, shoplifting and 
violence against the person 
offences.  As at June 2013, there 
were 42 young people in the County 
who were classified as DYOs.   
 
 
The chart opposite illustrates the distribution of the DYO cohort over the last 3 years.  Although numbers 
are very small, Gravesham has historically had a higher number of DYOs than Dartford and the majority of 
other Kent Districts.  However, there were just 2 DYOs in Gravesham in June 2013 and 3 in Dartford – the 
Kent average being 3 DYOs. 
 
 

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 
 
The definition of anti-social behaviour was revised within National Standards for Incident Reporting (NSIR) 
in 2011 and was not subject to further amendments under the reclassification of certain offence categories 
that took place in 2013-14.   
 
Therefore, it is possible for comparisons to be drawn between the actual volume of ASB incidents recorded 
in April-November 2013 to the number of incidents recorded over the same period during the previous 
year.  

 
No. of police recorded ASB incidents 

 
Area Apr-Nov 2012 Apr-Nov 2013 % +/- Per 1,000 pop 
Ashford 2,577 1,904 -26.1% 16.0 
Canterbury 3,625 3,181 -12.2% 21.1 
Dartford 2,069 2,046 -1.1% 20.9 
Dover 3,018 2,659 -11.9% 23.8 
Gravesham 2,735 2,705 -1.0% 26.5 
Maidstone 3,102 2,712 -12.6% 17.4 
Sevenoaks 1,717 1,561 -9.0% 13.5 
Shepway 2,694 2,619 -2.8% 24.2 
Swale 3,285 3,047 -7.2% 22.3 
Thanet 4,564 4,376 -4.1% 32.5 
Tonbridge and Malling 2,196 1,794 -18.3% 14.8 
Tunbridge Wells ,1978 1,779 -10.0% 15.4 
KCC Total 33,560 30,383 -9.5% 20.7 
Medway 7,991 7,065 -11.6% 26.6 

Kent Total 41,551 37,448 -9.9% 21.6 
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Whilst both our Boroughs have seen reductions in ASB incidents at a lower rate than the majority of areas 
across the County, it is important to note that at the end of the previous financial year both boroughs had 
seen very considerable decreases, a 17.2% reduction in Dartford with a 21.3% reduction in Gravesham.  
 
These were amongst the greatest reductions seen in the County and it is therefore encouraging that these 
levels have not only been sustained but continued to fall. This helps to provide clear evidence of the 
successful work being undertaken in both boroughs to both reduce ASB and support victims. 
 
In April-November 2014, the Ward areas in Dartford experiencing higher levels of ASB were: Town (348 
incidents), Swanscombe (325 incidents) and Joyce Green (226 incidents).  In Gravesham, the key Wards 
recoding a greater number of incidents were:  Pelham (434 incidents), Riverside (387 incidents) and Central 
(360 incidents). 
 
When considering the number of ASB incidents per 1,000 population Dartford’s rate of 20.9 incidents is 
practically on a par with the majority of Kent Districts and lower than that recorded in Medway.  
Gravesham’s rate of 26.5 incidents per 1,000 population is aligned to neighbouring Medway’s rate and 
compares to a Kent-wide average of 21.6 incidents. 
 
Changes to the collection of perception data 
 
Changes to the Kent Crime and Victimisation Survey (KCVS) came into effect on 1 April 2013 in an attempt 
to streamline the content and questions so that the focus is on public satisfaction and confidence with the 
police response.  The survey no longer includes questions that relate to people’s perceptions of different 
types of ASB or fear of crime and therefore, it is not possible to include current perception data within this 
Strategic Assessment. 
 
Accidental and deliberate fires 
 
Areas that experience higher levels of ASB are often also locations that record a greater number of both 
accidental and deliberate fires.  Information has been provided by Kent Fire and Rescue Service (KFRS) for 
the financial year ending 31 March 2013 compared to the previous year for the purpose of the Assessment 
process.  Figures suggest that there has been a significant reduction in total fires across the County both of 
those ignited accidentally and those started deliberately and this pattern has also been seen in both 
Dartford and Gravesham. 

Total Fires (KFRS) 
Area 2011-12 2012-13 % +/- 
Dartford 393 247 -37.2% 
Gravesham 369 266 -27.9% 
KCC 4922 3391 -31.1% 

 
Accidental Fires (KFRS) 

Area 2011-12 2012-13 % +/- 
Dartford 182 117 -35.7% 
Gravesham 134 90 -32.8% 
KCC 2599 1917 -26.2% 
 

Deliberate Fires (KFRS) 
Area 2011-12 2012-13 % +/- 
Dartford 211 130 -38.4% 
Gravesham 235 176 -25.1% 
KCC 2323 1474 -36.5% 
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Road Safety 
 
Casualties from road traffic collisions have increased across the county by 0.5% (26), from 5,665 to 5,691. 
Gravesham has a much lower accident rate than Dartford, the M25 passes through Sevenoaks and Dartford 
which might explain the similarity in accident numbers between the two boroughs, add in the A2 and the 
Dartford crossing and it explains Dartford’s high figure. 
 
Those killed or seriously injured (KSI) have decreased across Kent by 1.2%, only four districts saw an 
increase in this figure, Gravesham being one with 14 in 2011/12 rising to 21 in 2012/13, an increase of 50%. 
Dartford saw an decrease from 37 in 2011/12 to 31 in 2012/13, a reduction of 16.2% The number of those 
KSI aged under 16 fare very low with both boroughs seeing a reduction over the same period, Gravesham 
seeing a 50% reduction,  4 down to 2 and Dartford seeing a 60% reduction, 5 down to 2. 
 
Only 29.2% of drivers involved in collisions in Dartford district are actually residents of the Dartford district, 
a higher proportion of drivers (37.98%) who crash in Dartford actually live outside of Kent, in Gravesham 
this figure is around 9.7%. 
 
Of all the collisions involving drivers/riders from the Dartford district nearly 50% of them were in part due 
to driver/rider error or reaction. Looking at the sub categories within this category the 3 most common 
reasons are failed to look properly, failed to judge other person’s path/speed and loss of control. This data 
is not yet available for Gravesham. 
 

All Casualties 
 

District Name 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 No. diff. % diff. Rank 

Ashford 528 493 522 29 5.9% 9 

Canterbury 544 509 517 8 1.6% 8 

Dartford 633 595 558 -37 -6.2% 10 

Dover 421 361 385 24 6.6% 3 

Gravesham 362 334 381 47 14.1% 2 

Maidstone 657 640 666 26 4.1% 12 

Sevenoaks 478 517 560 43 8.3% 11 

Shepway 385 350 369 19 5.4% 1 

Swale 480 504 443 -61 -12.1% 6 

Thanet 459 477 412 -65 -13.6% 5 

Tonbridge and Malling 546 475 482 7 1.5% 7 

Tunbridge Wells 408 410 396 -14 -3.4% 4 

KCC 5,901 5,665 5,691 26 0.5% - 
 
The CSP formed a Road Safety sub group following the inclusion of road safety as a priority, this group has 
begun to become an effective group but it is not able to effectively tackle the issue of people being killed or 
seriously injured on the strategic road network given that the large proportion of people involved in 
accidents are not resident in either borough. Instead the group has chosen to focus on supporting 
education initiatives and local issues that have arisen under the road safety banner. Key partners for this 
group to be effective are Kent Police, Kent Fire and Rescue and KCC Highway Services, if the group is to 
continue an agreement needs to be reached about which agencies is best placed to act as the chair of the 
group and commitment towards this shared priority be refreshed. 
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Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety Partnership 
Contacts List 

Dartford Borough Council  
Community Safety Unit 

Gravesham Borough Council 
Community Safety Unit 

Civic Centre 
Home Gardens 
Dartford 
Kent DA1 1DR 
 
Tel. 01322 343000 
www.safedartford.gov.uk 

1st Floor, Civic Centre 
Windmill Street 
Gravesend 
Kent DA12 1AU 
 
Tel. 01474 337000 
www.safegravesham.gov.uk 

Kent Police Kent County Council 
Community Safety Unit 

Thames Way 
Northfleet 
Gravesend 
Kent DA11 8BD 
 
Tel. 01474 369055 
www.kent.police.uk 

1st Floor, Invicta House 
Maidstone 
Kent ME14 1XX 
 
Tel. 08458 247247 
www.kent.gov.uk 

Kent Fire & Rescue Service Kent Probation 

The Godlands 
Straw Mill Hill 
Maidstone 
Kent ME15 6XB 
 
Tel. 01622 692121 
www.kent.fire-uk.org 

Joynes House 
New Road 
Gravesend 
Kent DA11 0AT 
 
Tel. 01474 569546 
www.kentprobation.org 

Dartford, Gravesham and Swanley Clinical 
Commissioning Group 

Kent Police and Crime Commissioner 

2nd Floor, Gravesham Civic Centre 
Windmill Street 
Gravesend 
Kent DA12 1AU 
 
Tel: 03000 424903 
www.dartfordgraveshamswanleyccg.nhs.uk 

Office of the Kent Police & Crime Commissioner 
Kent Police Headquarters 
Sutton Road 
Maidstone  
Kent ME15 9BZ 
 
Tel: 01622 677055 
www.kent-pcc.gov.uk 
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